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INTRODUCTION.

In the past few years a widespread interest has been created in
the subject of Faith Healing. Whether this isan advantage to the
cause of Christis extremely questionable, when we consider that by far
the greater part of theagitation is by extremists and fanatics. Itisto
be regretted that nearly all the teaching from the pressand pulpit is
by this class of teachers. Anoccasional article in the papers,or a short
chapter in a book may be found treating the subject seripturally,
while the country is flooded with books and papers by the wildest
fanatics.

Itis a matter of surprise that in this city of Chicago, where
there has been a

CRAZE ON THE SUBJECT
for two or three years, the ministry and religious press should be so
quiet. The subject is either not noticed or treated lightly while the
education of the public is leftto these extremists. Hundreds and
thousands of the people of this city, (and it is probably so of other
cities, ) have never read an article or heard a sermon on the subject
except from this source. They are not aware that these extreme
views have so little foundation in seripture, that
NOT A SINGLE ORTHODOX CHURCH

in christendom has, in its discipline or confession of faith, endorsed
them, and that no standard author in any of these churches can be
found that support these views.

Says Daniel Steele, D. D., in his new book entitled ** Half Hours
with St. Paul,”” ““ We can but regard the modern eager desire for
the gifts of the Spirit,instead of the graces of the Spirit, comprised
in that charity (I Cor. xiii), which has heen aptly styled ‘the
greatest thing in the world,’ as a sign not of real spiritual progress,
but rather of

DECLINE IN THE DIVINE LIFE,
St. Paul, after a full description of these extraordinary giftsin I. Cor.
xii, gives this command: ‘but desire earnestly the greater gifts.
‘And a still more excellent way I show unto you.” He then pro-
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ceeds to give a panegyric of charity, or love, asthat eternal principle
without which all gifts are worthless; a principle superior in quality
and dignity to all other cardinal Christian graces, and therefore in-
finitely superior to those miraculoys gifts which may exist in the
absence of love, (Matt, 7: 22-23), .

Says John Wesley: ¢ Many have had the gift of faith,who thereby
cast out devils, and yet,will at last haye their portion v,:ith them.’

To prefer gifts to that fullness of love which St. Paul eulogizes,
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I heard William Miller read into prophecy the second advent

in 1843; and in 1844 I heard him express his regret for his mistake,
and the wish that he could ‘get a peep at God’s clock and set his
watch by it.” His misinterpretation of the bible may not have sub-
verted his own faith in God, but it utterly destroyed the faith of
many of his weaker disciples.

In like manner, many have been assured that the exercise of
the grace of faith would heal their sickness, to be

BITTERLY DISAPPOINTED IN THE DYING HOUR.

This is, to my mind the worst feature of the delusion of Divine
Healing as it is taught in our day. The sick are often trusting for a
cure while steadily approaching the gate of death. They are taught
to insist that they are healed, and to regard all the symptoms of
sickness as the devil's counterfeits to shake their faith. Thus they
do till some kind friend informs them that they will die in a few
hours. Then they exclaim, as did one of my mneighbors, ‘whom
can I trustnow?' That must be a dangerous delusion which is liable
to bring the supreme test of faith in the hour of supreme weakness.
I never before fully appreciated the propriety of the following peti-
tion in the prayer-book committal, service at the grave: ‘Thou
most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not, at our last hour, for any
pains of death to fall from thee!’ 'The only safé instruction is to
teach the sick to pray with an ZA—4f it be thy will, O God, restore
my health; if it be not thy will give me grace to endure my sickness
and victory over the fear of death through Jesus Christ!’ T can
not state in a better manner the whole subject of healing in answer
to prayer than to relate this overheard dialogue between two little
girls,while President Garfield was lying mortally wounded: ‘I be-
lieve the president will get well, so many people are praying for
him,’ said one of the girls,

‘I doubt it,said girl No. 2.’

Then,replied No. 1, ‘you don’t believe God answers prayer, do
you?'

No. 2. ‘Ol yes, I do; but sometimes he answers‘yes’and some-

times 1no.” "’ ,
The reader will understand that I am not opposing the scriptural

teaching that the *‘ prayer of faith shall save the sick,” for God will,
and does answer prayer as well for this as other things.
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Here is an illustration of this point. On one occasion when I’
was present, two young ladies testified in a testimony meeting on
healing. One said that she came there with one leg four inches
shorter than the other and wearing a built-up shoe, costing thirty
dollars. That she had discarded the shoe though she was not yet
cured but expected to be. ‘The other testified to the same difficulty
and pointing to the wall, where a large number of shoees, crutches,

* and suchlike were displayed, said, “‘I am healed, and there is my

shoe on the wall.”’ But I noticed she limped quite a good deal as
she left the room.

Now here were two of those
Dowie calls them, displayed as witnesses to healing,while the evi-
dence was before us thatit was not true. How many more of them

[

implements of torture,’” as Dr.

" could be accounted for in the same way, I know not.

Quite frequently persons testify to having been in the “homes"
for weeks and sometimes for several months and gradually getting
better. What proof have we that this might not have occurred at
their home or at a hospital or sanitarium?

I do not see that Dr. Dowie’s work, so far as healing is con-
cerned, has any pre-eminence over

SCHLATER’'S OR CHRISTIAN SCIENCE.
Fqually as much is claimed by one as the other.

Schlatter does not believe in Christ as Divine, and ¢ Christian
Seience 7’ is the ‘“science’’ of the devil. '

I believe in God’s ability and willingness to heal in answer to
the prayer of faith, according to James 5: 15, when it is his will,and
will best answer his purpose; but I do not believe that aZ sickness is
the direct work of the devil and positive evidence of Divine displeas-
ure, and that,as Dr. Dowie says, ‘sickness can never be the will of
God,” and therefore, it is his will always to immediately heal
every case. I do not believe that all sick persqns are necessarily un-
holy and sinful, and that they are responsible necessarily for their
sickness.

First.—'The foundation stone in the whole fabric of this
teaching is erroneous and absolutely false and misleading.

It teaches that bodily healing is as fully provided for in the
atonement of Christ as the pardon of sins or the purification of the
heart, which,of course, implies physical perfection.
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WHAT DR. DOWIE TEACHES.

In this review I desire, first, to show clearly from Rev. John
Alex. Dowie's own words, exactly what he teaches on the subJ‘ecL
of Divine Healing. And in doing so will make some passing
remﬂlrl:;ote from his pamphlet entitled ‘ Divine Healing Vindi-
cated,” which is a reply to a paper prepared _by Rev, E. C. Chap-
man, D.D., at therequest of the Pastors’ Union, of Oakland, Cal.,
and read before and endorsed by that body. ‘

In his Reply Dr. Dowie says, (page :5'.) ““In the first .place,
I do not dispute the accuracy of the deﬁmtlf)u of our dor(:trme as
oiven in this paper. He says I will call tinfs paper the. Pastor’s
?\mnifesto,’ “we want a name for it, and so will r.efer t?,lt through-
;m.’ »» Then he quotes from the ¢ Pai:;tor’s Manifesto '’ as fol?ow.s.:
«The distinguishing feature of what is -\.known as the I‘)octl.'me of
Divine Healing may be briefly stated:—First; thatall bodily ailment
is the work of the devil.” Dowie. Well I am glad thzl.t they have
s\aid that. ‘That is so. I think we have made that 1.)01nt tolerab].}:
j lear, and T want to say we accept that for very sufficient r(-_?asons,'
?; P ';tol"S Manifesto:” ‘“'The Second definition is that Christ came
to di;stroy the works of thedevil.”” Dowie: ‘‘ We are glad to acce.pt

d 7 “yes he came to destroy the works of the devil,

that.”” We say = yes, e

1 disease is one of them. So we accel?t that pt:.151.t1011. oy
£ Pastor’s Manifesto: ‘' Therefore it is the privilege of all who

jeve 1 i enjoy
e ];zi:*fscu‘JA)ND PERPETUAL BODILY I-IE‘AI..TH.”
Dowie: * We accept it. We believe it is the privilege of all who
live in Christ, that Christshall lixfe i1‘1 111‘01-1-1;. that the Holy Ghost
shall quicken our mortal flesh.” * A'nd we t‘hz}uleull:\_,
ccept the definition that the Holy Spirit of God is t?le sl?m-t of Z.‘_r.,rg
acilcgealth and that if he dwell in our mortal bodies disease will
an y 8

- On page g of ‘‘ Divine Healing Vindicated,” Dr. Dowie says;

i ” i ym it, * but our
refering to the ‘ Pastor’s Manifesto, and quoting from it,
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he prizes health and release from suffering more than the conscious-
ness of pleasing God and doing or suffering his will, then he would
brighten up, and be glad in the hope of speedy recovery, but if, on
on the other hand, he prefers the Divine favor (ana, bless God a
sick man may have that), and feels in his heart that he would
rather die than grieve or displease his God, then such a doctrine

would result in
SPIRITUAL GLOOM AND UNREST.

And in case of failure to receive healing, having accepted tae
teaching, he is robbed of the joy and strength of a sense of Christ’s

presence, which is so much needed in the hour of distress and sick-

11eS8S.

On page 36 of “‘Divine Healing Vindicated,”” Dr. Dowie teaches .

that !
(opHOSE WHO ENJOY THEIR FULL PRIVILEGE IN CHRIST

WIILL NEVER DIE,”’
that is, they ‘‘go to sleep’’ as he calls it without suffering any

pain, his theory being that bodily pain is an evidence of the presence
* 2 :

of sin.

Speaking of the early Christians he says: ‘‘ They never feared

They lived trusting Christ for salva-
tion ; they lived—when they were faithful—trusting him for heal-
Then, when their work was done they laid down their heads

arth to wake up in heaven.” Continuing he says:

is to end to-night, I am willing to lie down in peace

ing.
and slept on e
¢ If my work
to sleep; but I am
NOT WILLING THAT THE FILTHY FINGERS OF THE DEVIL
GHALL POLUTE MY BODY WITH DISEASE.

I say no, this body belongs to my Tord, let him possess it, let Him

cleanse it, let Him heal it, ‘ ‘
done. let me lie down in peace and sleep, ‘ He giveth his beloved

11y

let him keep it, and when my work is

sleep.
Is the reader prep
stated that the eatly
fore (*‘ when they
pain and that if they did it was
THE FIL

poluting them with disease?

ared to accept this theory that because itis
Christians * fell asleep in Jesus” that there-
were faithful ) they died without feeling any

Y FINGER OF THE DEVIL
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doctrine as it is hein
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e will be absery.
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- F}od can glorify himself in our healing or he can glorify him-
sPe 1111. nizmy ways in our sickness. Who cannot say with the
L} e ;
sa Il‘lls;t. It is good for me that I have been afflicted. Before I
was a;Iﬂiicted I went astray, but now have I kept thy word.”’
ow many by 5fck11ess have been led to see th:_tt they had be-
comeI W]ofldly and vain, and repented and were saved ? -
n his sermon, Feb. 25, 1806, in Zi -
il 5, 1896, 11 Zion Tabernacle, Dr. Dowie
e ; ZEDPIJ’-‘, THAT ARE SICK ARE ALW
s i reepi
sa broad and sweeping statement, but it is as false as it i
f as 1t 1=
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t 1 m.'-,te.red to my wants. For he long >d af ~Eenandhe
f1:111 f)f heaviness, because that ve had he'{?(i 'la il e
For indeed he was sick,nigh unt’o death; l;ni é“”: e
and not on him only, but on me also les’t T st ol
.sc.mrrow. . I sent him therefore the m,oré c ot
111{1111 ?gam. ye may rejoice, and that I n
inecli;itl:t?;1:?1;;1;2::;‘;111;}1@ .Lord with all g]adnmg_less sorrowful.
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death not regarding
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God forbid that I should lay a straw in the way of any good
work— that T should ** forbid any one to cast out devil’s because he

followeth not us.”
It was only after due consi
of opportunity to be informed upon t ‘ .
publicly expose Dowie’s so-called ‘‘ Divine Healing ” buszfaess, ‘
During the past three years, which is the length of t'lme ?f_ .}115
operations in this city, I have fived and been engaged 1in 1?115.»;1011
and evangelistic work in Chicago, and the neighborhood 0? ]11}5; Tub-
ernacle and *‘Homes;'’ and have met a great many of his victims,
both from the city and elsewhere. 1 do not mean that I']J.:J.v
many that were healed, for I have only seet & few that claimed ??feal-
ing through his instrumentality, and they were extremely qm]%;llo:;
able. One would suppose from the flaming reports thatdare lzze
abroad, that the city would be full o lously hez;lel pe?pl_k.
On the whole, I regard the tendency and trend of the Wo
HE CAUSE OF CHRIST.
: Paul referred to

deration and prayer, and abundance
he subject, that I decided to

e met

f miracu

RUINOUS TO when he

It is the same old spirit that the apostle of evil workers,
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have heard were done, and in hopes of being cured, but not because

they are hungering and thirstin g after righteousness,
FAR FROM A GENUINE REVIVAL,

The doctor professes to place the spiri

but practically healing is the alpha and
people accept his teaching for the sake

evident that the great majority

It is very

OF PURE RELIGION.

tual work ahead of healing,
omega of his work, Many
of bodily healing, and it is

are after the * loaves and fishes."’
The burden of all the preaching and teaching is “mraring;”’

and any talk or discourse tha does not center ip that is flat and in-

sipid—in fact that is all there is to it, except at present, considerable
is being said about the neyw
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which has just been organized.
The spirit and trend of the wh
tion in churches, Instead of enge

THOLIC CHURCcH,”

wrong in their churches, ey,
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pleased to call ““ Zion's movement,”
It is one of the most
INTENSELY SECTARIAN
I have ever found.
Not a good word is heard for 4y
earth except the Christj
this point I quote from

erything possible is said
them with what Dr. Dowie is
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‘Ian Catholic Church. In illustration of
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Lkind to their own memnibers who believe in the Lord as their healer,

we have come to the conelusion that for the most part, the attempt
1s fruitless, and so we are

GOING TO TAKE ¢
and of all_the Lord’s people

Life is worth more thap to spend it in fighting for the right to
remain i ship with such narrow-minded bigots, such jealous,
mean-spirited, envious and falge shepherds.

As to ““ narrow-minded bigots,’’ it certainly would be hard to
find a more genuine Specimen than is indicated by the above. An
intolerance that excludes from Christian Privilege and fellowship,
for employing on, or uéing any remedies, is
about as ““ narrow- minded a5 can well he Imagined.
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for the things what are seenare temaporal; but the things which are
1ot seen are eternal.” z Cor, 4:16-17-18-
‘Great harm is done by this teaching and wor 2
provoking people to scoff at the cause of Christ, and by raising 2
false standard and test for Christianity. Says My, Wesley, ‘‘There

is no better way to undo a thing than to overdo it.”’
1 bodily health’’ isdemanded asan
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evidence of full acceptability With Christ, the thing is ** Over one.
hicago, 18 located what Dr. Dowie

two-story brick building. On

» and alarge audience roon
s large

k in annecessarily

At 6100 Stony Island Ave, C
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Persons applying for admission to the ‘‘ healing rooms” are
advised to take the “teaching’’ first a tew days, to prevent them,
they say,from ‘‘ becoming discouraged if they are not healed at once. "’

The philosophy of which is, that the ““teaching,”’ when fully
accepted, is harder to cure than the disease—that is, they will hold to
the delusion, though they fail of healing,and go home blaming them-
selves for their failure and lack of faith.

" Leaves of Healing’’ is a weekly devoted entirely to the ** Di-
vine Healing’’ question and the interest of the new*‘Christian Cath-
olic Chureh,”” which was organized Feb. 22, 1896.

The following from “‘ Leaves of He:ﬂiug " will give the reader
some light on the new church that has just been born:

““The Christian Catholic Church was formed in Zion ‘T'abernacle
I\To. 2, on Saturday last, and a full account of the proceedings occu-
pies the greater part of this issue.

We have at last returned to organized church life after the
greater part of twenty years absence from it, and with the very clear-

est token of God’s approval. ’

The work will from this time be associated with the church which
Christ has purchased with his blood, and will be carried on as a part
of its mission on earth.”

The above is editorial,

The following is from the account of the proce
Dr. Dowie’s address on the occasion:

“ZION'S: ONWARD MOVEMENT. ORGANIZATION OF
THE CHRISTIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN ZION TABERNACLE NO, 2. 5;\'1‘URD_-\Y,

edings and from

FEBRUARY 22, 13g6.
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the marching s 3
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¢ Come ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known;' :
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) 3 W s o % % \Whenthe hymn
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In the nameof the Lord Jesus, in the powerof the Holy Spirit,
and in accordance with the will of God our heavenly Father,I believe,
and believing that I am thereunto called as the General O verseer of
this flock,not only in this place,but in all the cities and villages and
states and counties, where persons have applied or shall apply for fel-
lowship, do now constitute this church asa gathering of believers
under the title of the Christian Catholic Church. I pray that all ye
who are now gathered,and all who shall yet gather unto thischurch,

« shall fulfill the great design of our Iord and Saviour, that we may
be one as he with the Father is One, and with the Eternal Spirit,
that we may be one in him. May this church be divinely endowed
with the nine gifts of the Holy Ghost, with the word of wisdom,
the word of Knowledge, Faith, Gifts of Healing, Working of Mira-
cles, Prophecy, Discerning of Spirits, Divers kinds of Tongues, and
Interpretation of Tongues, and with that gift of love which is the

crown of all, that precious gift which enables the church to fulfil’

all.  Oh with that love let these gifts be exercised and this church
goonto the glory of God, the Father, in the name of the Iord
Jesus Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let all the people
siy Amen. . (AMBEN.) “The hymn, ‘Onward Christian Soldiers,’ was
then sung.””

. I have given this description of the ** Divine Healing ' institu-
tion, and this lengthy quotation from *‘ Leaves of Healing ** on the
organization of the ‘‘ Christian Catholic Church,’’ that the reader
may get an idea of the man who js at the head of this great (?)
movement.

I might have stated, as a matter
last six months Dr. Dowie has preac

the Auditorium on Michigan avenue, Congress street and Wabash
avenue, in the finest and largest theater in the city, to from 3000 to
5000 people; paying $300 for each service. ‘The c‘ollections usually
amount to about half that sum, leavfug him to pay the b:sllance
out of donations from abroad. -

Now, if the reader will study these facts he will readily see that

RG’X:; John Alex, Dov:rie is the Alpha and Omega of the whole thing.
In L‘ea\res of He.almg,” the most conspicuous thing about it are
the pictures of himself and family.  Even his flaming adver-

fsemcnts. circulated through the city contain his picture in life
size.

of news to many, that for the
hed every Sunday afternoon in

L
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24 DR. DOWIE'S WORK.

for fellowship.” ‘The rest of it consists of a prayer by the ¢ General
Overseer”’ for the “Christian Catholic Church,” that it might be eu-
dowed with the nine extraordinary gifts ofthe Spirit and with love,
and arequest that all the people say Amen,

What a stupendous fraud. However, it is to hoped that some
good may come from it after all. T'he public mind, for some years,
has been in a feverish state on this subject of faith healing:; the blood
has become impure with extreme and fanatical notions, and now it
seems to have come to a head, in Chicago, like a great carbuncle, 50

that all that is necessary to give relief is to lance the sore and let
the poison out.

This is a bit of surgery that is not very Plezsant, but, if those
who are more capable will not, I will try.

To do this, about all that is necessary, is to briag hefore
the minds of the people the facts in the case. If the public
could know of the thousands of disappointed people that are turned
away no better than when they came, they would not be so inter-
ested in the few hypochondriacs that are relieved by mind cyre,

To help in this work, let me ask the reader,who may have some
knowledge ot the practical workings of this teaching, to write me
giving particulars Pro or con.

Address 556 West Sixty-third Street, Chicago, TIL,

This book will be increased by 32 pages morein a few days. It

will be bound so that those who have this can buy the additional
bages separate.

The subject of faith healing will be further discussed and the
exposition of this ““ Divine Healing ”* business continued.
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